Primary Curriculum Support Programme

Phonological Awareness


Developing Phonological Awareness

A Selection of Resources

1. The Oxford Reading Tree  ‘Rhyme and Analogy  Card Games’   

(£46 sterling + VAT) 

This is one part of a set of Rhyme and Analogy materials which includes 24 story rhymes, 2 CD-ROM’s, Photocopy Masters etc.)  The Card Games (onsets and rimes) is an extremely useful resource. It is a box of high quality (95mm x 65mm) picture cards (120 initial sound picture cards and 120 letter cards as well as 64 rhyme picture cards and 64 rhyme word cards). It also has a booklet with lots of suggestions for games.  

2. The Sounds Abound Program: Teaching Phonological Awareness in the classroom (1998) 

This was developed at the Stern Center for Language and Learning by Orna Lenchner and Blanche Podhajski.  $109.95. Published by LinguiSystems, Inc., 3100 4th Avenue, East Moline, Il 61244, U.S.A. (Phone: + 309 755-2300; Fax:  + 309 755-2377)  

Web-site: www.linguisystems.com  
This is a collection of 20 games/activities to develop awareness of rhyme (7 games), syllables (4 games) and phonemes (9 games). It is very suitable for classroom work with Kindergarten and First Grade Primary.  It comprises a teacher’s manual, a very helpful demo video (beware! it’s an American video so check if your video machine can play it!), 195 pictures (A4 size) on light cardboard for use with the games. 

3. Phonemic Awareness in Young Children: A Classroom Curriculum

(1998) 
Marilyn Jager Adams, Barbara R. Foorman, Ingvar Lundberg and Terri Beeler. Published by Brooks Publishing Co., P.O. Box 10624, Baltimore MD 21285-0624, U.S.A. (Phone: + (410) 337-9580; Fax: + 410-337-8539; $25.95. Web-site: www.brookespublishing.com

This is a book of carefully sequenced activities that stimulate phonological awareness in 15-20 minutes of teacher led activities each day (most appropriate for Kindergarten level). It also has assessment procedures for group screening. The book is based on the famous 1988 research programme carried out in Sweden and Denmark (see Lundberg, I., Frost, J., & Petersen, O.P. (1988) ‘Effects of an extensive program for stimulating phonological awareness in preschool children.’  Reading Research Quarterly, 23, 264-284).Unlike this original project, this new book moves the children onto the written representation of the sounds. There are also suggested schedules for progressing through the activities.
4. Sounds Abound: Listening, Rhyming and Reading (1993) 

Hugh Catts & Tina Vartiainen. $37.95.Published by LinguiSystems (see Number 2 above for details).  

This is a spiral bound notebook containing very useful photocopiable activities for phonological awareness training (4-9 year olds). It is not a systematic programme but a set of instructional activities. 

5. Sounds Abound Game (1996)

Same authors and publishers as Number 4 above) 

This is a board game with question cards and it provides opportunities to practise skills in sound comparison, blending, segmenting, deletion and rhyming. $39.95. 

6. Sound Linkage (An Integrated Programme for Overcoming Reading      Difficulties) (1994)

P.J. Hatcher.  Whurr Publishers (England). (If ordering , contact the distributor - phone: +44 1462 672 555;   fax: +44 1462 483 011;  available also from ETC Consult Dublin (EUR 70 + VAT).
This is a Phonological Awareness Programme that was used in a Phonological Awareness and Reading Project in Cumbria.  It is a very comprehensive programme, beginning with awareness of words as units in a sentence and progressing to phoneme transposition. It includes a test of phonological awareness, cards with pictures (for use with the activities) and photocopiable record sheets.    

7. The Phonological Awareness Kit (1995) 
Carolyn Robertson & Wanda Salter. Published by LinguiSystems (See Number 2 above for details). $69.95.
This kit has a developmental sequence of activities for phonological awareness training at word, syllable, phoneme and grapheme levels. It is targeted at Kindergarten to Grade 3.  It comprises a manual, picture cards, counters cubes, etc. It is more suitable for smaller groups. 

8. Road to the Code: A Phonological Awareness Program for Young Children (2000) 

Benita A.Blachman, Eileen Wynne Ball, Rochella Black and Darlene M. Tangel. $49.95. Published by Brooks Publishing Co.  (See Number 3 above for details).

This is a programme of 44 developmentally sequenced lessons (each 15-20 minutes) for Kindergartners and First Graders. Each lesson has three components: ‘Say-it-and-move-it’ (phonemic segmentation), ‘Letter Name and Sound Instruction’ and ‘Phonological Awareness Practice’. Best used with small groups. Phonological awareness and phonics are integrated from the beginning. All lessons follow exactly the same pattern and teacher instructions are very explicit.

9. Funics: A Fun way to Phonological Awareness (1999) 

Maggie Ford and Anne Tottman. £29.95  Sterling. Published by Crossbow Education, 41   Sawpit Lane, Brocton, Staffs, ST17OTE. (UK)  (Tel. 00 44 1785 660902; 

Web-site: www.crossboweducation.com
 This is a programme of phonological awareness activities from rhyming through to

 linking sounds to symbols. It includes picture cards and games. It is comprehensive and a
 relatively cheap resource .It is suitable for small group work. 

10.Sound Wizard: Strategy-Building Games for Phonological Awareness (2001) 

Orna Lenchner. $75. Published by Thinking Publications U.S.A. (phone: + 715 832-2488; fax +715 832-9082; 

Web-site: www.ThinkingPublications.com )

This is a box of 6 card decks and 18 games covering syllable, onset-rime and phoneme awareness. It aims to complement other phonological awareness resources. 

11. Sounds Abound: Multisensory Phonological Awareness (2001) 

Jill Teachworthy. $37.95. Published by Linguisystems (see no. 2 above for details). 

This consists of sets of 5 lessons on each of 19 consonant letters/sounds. Each set of lessons follows exactly the same format and incorporates a wide range of phonological awareness activities. 

12. Phonemic Awareness Activities for Early Reading Success (Easy, Playful Activities that prepare Children for Phonics)  (1997)
Wiley Blevins. $9.95. Published by Scholastic Professional Books, P.O.Box 7502, Jefferson City, MO 65102.

This is a 64- page book of teaching strategies suitable for Kindergarten to Grade 2.  

13. Just for Me! Phonological Awareness (1999) 

Margaret Warner.  $24.95. Published by LinguiSystems (see Number 2 above for details).  

This is a collection of phonological awareness worksheet activities. Some activities are more useful than others. 

14. Earobics (CD-ROM)  (1997)

Jan Wasowicz. Produced by Cognitive Concepts, Inc. P.O. Box 1363, Evanston, Illinois 60204-1363 (Phone: + 847 328-8099).  Home version $59, professional -plus upgrade $275.   

This CD (Windows or Macintosh) has 6 different activities to stimulate phonemic awareness. Several ability levels within each activity.

Further Reading:

15. A Basic Guide to Understanding, Assessing and Teaching Phonological Awareness (2000) 

Joseph K. Torgesen  and Patricia G. Mathes. £17.88 Sterling approx. Published by Pro-ed (International Publisher) 

Web-site: www.proedinc.com 

An easy to read book of 90 pages approx.  
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